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Four (selected) systemic trends that
impact global maritime trade

Geopolitics Is back
Blocs and coalitions

Weaponisationof everything

Decarbonisation
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Trend 1.Geopolitics is back;
geolocation once again matters

THE RETURN OF GEOPOLITICS

Walter Russell Mead

ESSAY May/June 2014 Issue

The Return of Geopolitics

The Revenge of the Revisionist Powers

By Walter Russell Mead

So far, the year 2014 has been a tumultuous one, as geopolitical rivalries have
stormed back to center stage. Whether it is Russian forces seizing Crimea, China
making aggressive claims in its coastal waters, Japan responding with an
increasingly assertive strategy of its own, or Iran trying to use its alliances with
Syria and Hezbollah to dominate the Middle East, old-fashioned power plays are

back in international relations.
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Keymessage

Great power competition has
brought geopolitics back with a
vengeance. Nations want to keep
their friends close and enemies at
bay; often literally so. Geopolitics
and geeeconomics have become
fully intertwined as political and
national interest considerations
tend to pervade international
business relations as well




The Rise of
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China into a Giant Corporation

Aung San Suu Kyi wins in Myanmar
Time to worry about Turkey’s econo
East Africa’s energy bonanza

" Are clearing-houses too big to fail?

Wisdom: Americans v Japanese
Joris Teer, Tim Sweijs, Paul van Hooft, Lotje Boswinkel,
| Juliétte Eijkelkamp, Jack Thompson
November 2021
»

China’s Military Rise

and the Implications for European Security
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Blocs and coalitions
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Keymessage

The world is fragmenting into blocs of more or less-tkeded countries and
shifting coalitions of the willing and abdentredon particular issues. For better
or worse, it is these blocs and coalitions that are shaping the new world order
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Big picture: three global 'blocs'
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