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Four (selected) systemic trends that 
impact global maritime trade

Geopolitics is back

Blocs and coalitions

Weaponisation of everything

Decarbonisation



Trend 1. Geopolitics is back; 
geolocation once again matters

Keymessage

Great power competition has 

brought geopolitics back with a 

vengeance. Nations want to keep 

their friends close and enemies at 

bay; often literally so. Geopolitics 

and geo-economics have become 

fully intertwined as political and 

national interest considerations 

tend to pervade international 

business relations as well





Flow security



Blocs and coalitions

Keymessage

The world is fragmenting into blocs of more or less like-minded countries and 

shifting coalitions of the willing and able centredon particular issues. For better 

or worse, it is these blocs and coalitions that are shaping the new world order



Big picture: three global 'blocs'


